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Catalogue

[1] 2nd century A.D. Mcurn [Hosnek]

sources 1 Mov. Xor. 2.36

sources 2 Vard. Ar. 2.17

literature Manandian (1965); van Esbroeck (1984); TAVO (1987); Garsoian (1989)

catalogues Stepanjan (1942); Kondorskaya and Shebalin (1982); Ambraseys and
Melville (1982); Karapetian (1991); Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

The seismological bibliography records an earthquake in Armenia in 139 A.D., in the region of
Ararat: Stepanjan (1942, p. 40); Kondorskaya and Shebalin (1982); Ambraseys and Melville (1982,
p. 36) limit themselves to reporting the Soviet seismological bibliography (most recently Karapetian
1991, no. 2) without indicating the source, and showing some uncertainty in distinguishing the state-
ments of the historical sources from those contained in the seismological publications.

The only earthquake recorded in the Armenian area for this period does not seem to have occur-
red in the territory of the present Republic of Armenia, but rather in «historical» Armenia, i.e. what
is now Eastern Turkey. The source is the Armenian historian (5th century A.D.) Movsés Xorenac'i
(2.36). He reports a tradition about the reconstruction of the town of Mcbin-Nisibis by Sanatruk, an
historically nebulous personage whom some consider a king of Armenia, others as Parthian invader:
«Of the various acts of Sanatruk we have considered nothing worthy of recording except the con-
struction of the city of Nisibis [Mcbin]. Because it had been destroyed by an earthquake, he demoli-
shed and rebuilt it more magnificently, fortifying it with a double wall and outwork».

Uy np hug gnpép Gnbiw) Uwuwwplyng® ng hug jhpwnwlug wpdwuh hwdwpbguwp
puyg h 2hunLwsng Usphu pwnwph: 2h h pupddwul rwpinbw® pulbiwg W ybpunpu
2hubwg wwgdwnwgnju, L wwpuwbwg Yphhu wwpuwny L wwnncwpue.

The tradition of this earthquake is not clear. Its location is controversial. Mcbin is the Armenian
name for Nisibis, which was a city of Mesopotamia and not of Armenia: this would seem to be con-
firmed by the historian Seb&os (7th century A.D.), who (in chapter 1) mentions a palace of king
Sanatruk at Mcbin, or Nisibis. Seb&os drew on earlier sources and perhaps was influenced by
Xorenac‘i. However a source contemporaneous with the latter, the so-called Faustus of Byzantium
(4th-5th century A.D.) says (4.14) that the city reconstructed by Sanatruk was not Mcbin but Mcurn,
an Armenian city situated on the Euphrates, whose site has not yet been identified. In view of the
fact that one of the spellings of Mcbin was also Mcuin, it has been suggested that there was a confu-
sion between the two cities. The tradition however is of such complexity as to suggest extreme cau-
tion: ¢f. van Esbroeck (1984, p. 94).

The identification of the earthquake is due to some Armenian scholars (bibl. in Garsoian, 1989,
pp. 475-480). In view of the limited reliability of the sources, which refer to ancient legends and
sometimes to oral traditions, it is impossible, on present evidence, to reach any firm conclusion
about either the date or the site of the event. It is probable that the name of Mcbin-Nisibis is the
result of a later tradition, but not even this is quite certain. Manandian (1965, p- 83), who (in com-
mon with various Western scholars) tended to discredit the authority of Movsés Xorenac'i, went so
far as to assert: «The information as to the earthquake and the destruction of Nisibis was probably
invented by Movseés himself». Seismological studies tend to accept the traditional (but by no means
certain) date of 139 A.D. for the earthquake, as suggested by Xorenac‘i. Ambraseys and Melville
(1982, p. 36) do so, though they do not refer directly to the source, but rather to Soviet seismologi-
cal studies. The tradition about the earthquake is also recorded, on the basis of Xorenac‘i, by Vardan
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Arewelc‘i (13th century, 2.17). The site of Mcurn has not been explored. Its location awaits confir-
mation; we here accept Hewsen and Bandomer’s identification of the site (in TAVO, 1987) with
present-day Hosnek in Turkey.

[2] 363? ArSakawan [Dogubayazit], Satat [Sisyan]
sources Life of St. Nerses 9; Mov. Dasx. 2.1; Orb. 9
literature Markwart (1932); TAVO (1987); Garsoian (1989)

Hitherto unrecorded in the seismic catalogues, this earthquake is well attested by the sources.
The Life of St. Nersés (8th century, ch. 9) speaks of the destruction of the Armenian city of
ArSakawan, which had been built by King ArsSak II (350-367): «Then, suddenly, a violent earth-
quake was felt, and all the inhabitants were crushed. All that remained where there had been a city
was just wood and stone debris».

G gwuluwpdwyh hukp wpd UGS, Lk quibububwy wn Awuwpwl uwnwykp. G ng
Giu bpbiikp niptip updwpwup, ng pwuh W ng thwyinh, np GRL (bwy hgk 2bu *h
nbnLnyu.

Other Armenian writers tell of the destruction of the city without mentioning an earthquake,
though they do mention plague. The episode of the destruction of the city later became proverbial
(there is a review of the sources in Garsoian 1989, p- 282, no. 21).

The episode, apparently topical, can be related to another phenomenon recorded in a nearby
area, during the same period. Step‘annos Orbélean (13th century, ch. 9) tells how, at the time of
Sapur II of Persia’s campaign against the Armenian principality of Siwnik‘ (c. 363 A.D.), the
Persians tried to scale an artificial hill which hid the church of Safat: «But while many slaves were
scaling the hill, a sudden earthquake occurred, which threw them aside, and killed those who had
reached the top».

6L ndwup *h wwpuwlwy wwyblugu °h Jtp JEytinbgwpnpu Glbw® jwulwpdonpku
FunhLu npnindwu b pwipdnedy Bnbl b klinkguppEu wpwnwpu dqbiw bpbwlhwupu
Mwpuhg vwwnwybigwu.

In chap. 11, Orbelean tells how the church was buried with all its treasures during the earth-
quake, but was later rediscovered.

Movsés Dasxuranc‘i (10th-11th century, 2.1) provides a briefer account: «As they went round
the country, they came to the mound over the church of Satat, but when they climbed to the top, a
great earthquake occurred, and the Persian army and their general At‘aSkoday fled in terror».

GL h 2pgbilu Awupu jhybinbgwpinipu Twnuwenne. b tnbw) h ybp® 2wpdnidu
JG6 bnbw), whwgbwip h pug quwghu gniuny Nwpuhg huwunbpd Upwpqnunuwhe
qopwwbhiu hupbwug.

Markwart (1932) arbitrarily relates the destruction of ArSakawan to the Nicomedia earthquake
of 24 August 358. .

Orbélean, in chap. 12, tells how further relics of the church at Satat were found after an earth-
quake «accompanied by an odorous emanation» had detached one of the chapel stones.

The city of ArSakawan has not been firmly identified; we accept Hewsen and Bandomer’s iden-
tification of the site (in TAVO, 1987), with the present Dogubayazit in Turkey. No field-survey
seems to be available for the town of Satat, situated close to present Sisyan in Armenia.
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[3] 461 District of Apahunik*

sources Yovhanneés Awageréc®, in Chron. min. Arm. 2.1

literature Teér Mkrt¢ ‘ean and Malxasean (1904); Sargsean (1933); Ananian (1966);
Cuneo (1988); Garsoian (1989); Thomson (1991)

catalogues Ambraseys and Melville (1982); Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

Ambraseys and Melville (1982, p. 36) record that «in A.D. 461 the district of Malazgirt, north of
Van, was destroyed», citing the Chronicle of Yovhannés Awageréc* (13th century) as the source.
The text under the year 461, ind. 13, reports: «there was an earthquake at Apahunik [province to
the north of Lake Van] and it destroyed many villages».

Gntic 2wpdnudu jJUwwhntuhu b pwgnid gbinu wehpk.

This report, derived from a minor chronicle, would seem at first sight to be wholly isolated in
the Armenian historiography of the period, and thus poses problems. Why, indeed, is it only
Yovhannes Awageréc* who reports this event and none of the other minor chronicles of the period?

A comparison with other seismic events in the region may help us to elucidate the episode.
Neither the Greek nor the Syriac sources attest seismic events in Eastern Anatolia or in Armenia
round about this date. On the other hand, an Armenian source of approximately half a century later,
the historian Lazar P*arpec‘i (6th century A.D.), attests an earthquake on 25 July 454 (¢f. Ananian,
1966). The episode in question refers to the martyrdom of the Saints «companions of Lewond»,
who were martyred at Rewan, not in Armenia but in Iran, in the territory of NiSapur. The event,
which was not recorded by Ambraseys and Melville (1982), is recounted by the historian as follows:
«[...] unexpectedly on the evening of that same day [27th hrotic* 454 = 25 July] there was a severe
earthquake in that spot. Great noises and fearful voices resounded from the depths; masses of gathe-
red clouds covered the earth; thundering and lightning shook the mountains. A column of light
descended like a rainbow from heaven, surrounding and enveloping the bodies of the martyrs. The
guards were struck to the ground, half-dead, no one knowing at all where his neighbour was; they
rolled on the ground, unable to stand steadily, for the shaking of the severe earthquake threw them
up and down to the ground» (transl. Thomson 1991), and, a little further on in his account, he
reports that this quake lasted «one day and two nights».

The Armenian historian Eti§é (5th or 8th century A.D.) also mentions the earthquake, but in
terms far closer to the language of hagiography, and in any case without mentioning the site. The
description of Lazar P‘arpec‘i, on the contrary, with its decidedly realistic details, does seem to be a
genuine account of an earthquake. Are there any points of contact between the earthquake of 454
and that of 461? The answer may be sought in an analysis of the text of Lazar P‘arpec‘i and its
recension. The initial passage about the martyrdom of the f.ewondian Saints in San Lazzaro’s edi-
tion (Sargsean, 1933, p. 325) contains in the text an explanation that the site of Rewan was located
«in the land of Apar, near the village of the magi called Rewan»; this is followed by Thomson
(1991, p. 151). But in the critical edition of Tér Mkrt& ‘ean and Malxasean (1904, p- 101) this inter-
polation does not occur, and it may thus be assumed that this mention of the site of Rewan is a later
gloss. On the other hand, the critical edition refers to this site on p. 96, specifying that the village
was situated «some six or more leagues distant from NiwSapuh [NiSapur] according to the Persian
measure of reckoning».

The question is complex, because in fact the critical edition of L.azar P‘arpec‘i is far from sati-
sfactory (Thomson, 1991). The linguistic similarity between the place-name Apahunik®, mentioned
by Yovhannés Awagerec, and that of Apar, is also suspect. The suspicion is reinforced by a compa-
rison of the text with the Armenian historian Sebéos (7th century A.D.), who would seem to draw
on an older tradition than Lazar P‘arpec‘i, and who affirms: «... the saints who bore witness to
Christ consummated their martyrdom at Apr Sahr, in the vicinity of the city of NiwsSapuh, in the
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place which is called T etark‘uni — all this has been written by the hand of others, as the same
history shows».

The place-names in question are quite different. Given the obscurity of the period in question, it
is hardly possible, on present evidence, to go much further. It would not be absurd, of course, to
postulate two distinct tremors, one at NiSapur in 454, and the other to the north of lake Van in 461;
but in view of the complexity of the surviving documentation, these dates cannot be unreservedly
accepted.

The district of Apahunik‘ was located to the north of lake Van: according to the Buzandaran
Patmut ‘iwnk*, i.e, the Pseudo-Faustus of Byzantium, it was not a district in the true sense, but a
«quarter» (erkir): cf. Garsoian (1989, p. 444). Its centre was Manazkert (or Manawazakert,
Byzantine Gr. Mav{ikiept, now Malazgirt), which at the time of this earthquake was considered by
the Armenian sources as a site of medium or small extension (Garsofan, 1989, p. 477). Substantial
ruins of the Armeno-Byzantine city are still extant in Manazkert today. One of its most important
churches, dedicated to the «Mother of God by the Three Altars», seems to date back to the 4th-5th
century (Cuneo, 1988, p. 625). A detailed study of the historical topography on the site is however
lacking.

[4] a night in September 499 Abarne, Arsamosata, Neocaesarea, Nicopolis

sources 1 [Jo. Styl.], Syr. versio 34-35; Marcell. Com. p. 95; Theoph. 144.6

sources 2 Chron. Edess. p. 8; Anon. Eccl. Hist. 109; Chron. Syr. 819, 7; Cedren. 628;
Mich. Syr. 2.154 and 160; Sam. An., p. 72; [Dio. Tellmahar.], pp. 259-262
and 275

literature Ramsay (1890); Cumont (1905); Gatier (1984); Russell (1985)

catalogues Abich (1882); Grumel (1958); Hermann (1962); Guidoboni (1989);
Zeyt‘unyan (1991); Guidoboni et al. (1994); Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

This earthquake, which occurred on the borders between Pontus, Armenia and Mesopotamia,
was first drawn attention to by Cumont (1905), and later incorporated in the list of Grumel ( 1958).
In view of the type of documentation and of the sites struck, it is more difficult to compare it with
Armenian seismic activity as a whole. It seems to belong more naturally to the «cultural» area of
Asia Minor and Mesopotamia. But it has been considered in the Armenian tradition by Abich (1882,
on the basis of Samuél Anec‘i alone), and more recently by Zeyt‘unyan (1991). There is some con-
fusion about the date and location of the event, due to the various traditions, and also due to the
ambiguous place-name «Nicopolis» which could refer to different towns. For this reason, the event
has been inadvertently duplicated by some catalogues.

The text of Pseudo-Joshua the Stylite (5th-6th century, Syr. versio 34-35) contains a detailed
description of the effects of an earthquake on the city of Nicopolis; and the account pays particular
attention to the behaviour of its inhabitants. In chapter 33, the chronicle had dealt with the disasters
which occurred in the year 810 of the Greeks [498-499 A.D.], including a plague of locusts which
was held to foreshadow «great earthquakes in the land». _

In chapters 34 and 35 he records: «In the month of Ilil [September] there was a violent earth-
quake, and a great sound was heard from heaven over the land, so that the earth trembled to its foun-
dations; and all the villages and towns heard the sound and felt the earthquake. Alarming rumours
and evil reports came to us from all quarters; and some said that a marvellous sign was seen in the
river Euphrates and at the hot spring of Abarng, in that the water which flowed from their fountains
was dried up that day. I do not think this is false, because, whenever the earth is rent by earthquakes,
the running waters in those places that are cleft are restrained from flowing, and are at times even
turned into another direction [there follows a commentary on Psalm 18.7vv] There came too in the
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course of this month a letter, which was read in church before the whole congregation, stating that
Nicopolis had suddenly collapsed in ruins at midnight and buried all its inhabitants. Some strangers,
too, who were there, and certain brethren from our schools, who were travelling there and happened
to be on the spot, were buried [in the ruins]. Their companions who came [back from there] told us
[this]. The whole wall of the city all round, and everything that was within it, was destroyed that
night, and not one person remained alive, except the bishop of the town and two other men, who
were sleeping behind the apse of the altar of the church. When the ceiling of the room in which they
were sleeping fell, one end of its beams was propped up by the altar wall, and so it did not bury
them. A certain brother, whose veracity can be depended upon, has told me as follows. «At eventide
of the night when Nicopolis fell, a companion and I were in bed. He was very restless, and said to
me, ‘Get up, and let us go’ [they go and sleep in a cave outside the town and come back in the mor-
ning, finding] all its houses in ruins, and the people and the cattle, the oxen and the camels, buried
underneath; and the sound of their groaning was coming up from under the ground. Those who
gathered at the spot rescued the bishop from underneath the beams [of the roof] by which he was
protected. He asked for bread and wine to celebrate the eucharist, [but could get none], because the
whole town was in ruins and nothing in it was left standing [...] Again, in the north there was a chur-
ch called that of Arsamosata, which was very strongly built and beautifully decorated. [A great
crowd gathers together in it for the commemoration of the martyrs], there were terrible flashes of
lightning and violent peals of thunder and frightful noises; and all the people fled to the church, to
seek refuge with the bones of the saints. And whilst they were in great fear, and were engaged in
prayer and service at midnight, the church collapsed and crushed most of the people who were in it.
This happened on the same day on which Nicopolis was destroyed».
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MmS <am du =xiliny (omdama an <rmd s May L\ \x an\das

“dham hla, o Naaaoax adn “hoao .M <xn =X ,m .',mot)\cuaé\ i A-LN

The event is also reported briefly by the Latin chronicle (of the Constantinopolitan area) of
Marcellinus Comes («the Count», 5th-6th century), which is limited to recording for the year 499:
«In that year a huge earthquake struck the province of Pontus».

Hoc anno ingens terrae motus Ponticam concussit provinciam.

The Chronicon Edessenum (6th century, p. 8) reports a far briefer version of the event: «Year
810 [of the Greeks; i.e. 498-499 A.D.]... And there was a great tremor. The hot spring of Abarne
dried up for three days. And the city of Nicopolis collapsed, burying all its inhabitants in the ruins;
except that the temple survived, with the bishop and two of his attendants».

RN L DX AQY ama ... XmAa s ioh Ny <huxm  wm\aaaaa
S MR AN EHDIT @ o Ag» L ulkesan comlaa inals Ahidga
.Snﬁmé\ﬁ. o a5 e"'\;o ~aanc.acta  ~la.m

Theophanes (8th century) dates this earthquake to the year of the world 5995 [502-503] and
records a miracle connected with it: «When an earthquake was about to occur at Neocaesarea, a sol-
dier who was walking along saw two other soldiers near the city and a person who shouted from
behind: ‘Protect the house which contains the tomb of Gregory’. When the earthquake struck, most
of the city collapsed, except for the church of St. Gregory.»

'Ev Neokawoapeiq 8¢ pélovtog yiveoBar oelopot, oTpaTidng 68l wg 8o oTpaTdTAG
én’ abthy €lde kal Smobev dNov kpdlovta: «puhdEate Tov dikov, év G 7 Bkn Tpryoptov
¢otlv.» yevopévou 8¢ ToU O€LOPOD, TO MAELOTOV pépog THG TONewg EMTHON TN Tob dylov
[pnyyoplov 100 Bavpatouvpyod.

The Syriac Chronicle of 819 (ch. 7) records the same earthquake, but gives the incorrect date of
781 [470 A.D.]. The event was also mentioned by the Pseudo-Dionysius of Tell-Mahré (pp. 259-
262), who records earthquakes in Mesopotamia in that year (814 = 503 A.D.), by Samuél Anec‘i
(p. 72, for the year 510), and by Michael the Syrian (2.154).

In identifying the places mentioned, Russell (1985, p. 43), followed by Guidoboni (1989), has
shown that both Arsamosata (= Arsameia) and the hot springs of Abarne are in Commagene, and
that the Nicopolis concerned is not the one in Pontus or Palestine, but the one in the Euphratensis
region. This tradition, however, stems from an incomplete reading of the sources: the origin of the
error can be traced back to part of the Syriac sources, which duplicated the same event by separating
the Mesopotamian from the Pontic area. At the same time, the dating of Theophanes (who often fol-
lows discontinuous chronological conventions), contributed to perpetuating this duplication of a sin-
gle event. The confusion may have been further compounded by the problem of the location of
Nicopolis. As is well known, there were a number of cities with this name both in antiquity and in
the Byzantine period, even though the place-name did not invariably remain in use outside official
bureaucracy. At least three important cities called Nicopolis are known in the area of concern to us:
one in Pontus, another in Mesopotamia and a third in Palestine. It is probable that the confusion of
the sources also derives from this proliferation of place-names. It is only too understandable that the
later Syriac sources, such as the unreliable Pseudo-Dionysius of Tell-Mahré and Michael the Syrian,
should have confused the identity of «Nicopolis»: the more so since Pontic Nicopolis — correspon-
ding, or perhaps only adjacent, to ancient Koloneia (cf. Ramsay, 1890, p. 317) — did not enjoy a
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long life. We may thus identify the Nicopolis in question with the Pontic city of that name, if only
on the basis of the undeniably precise and reliable testimony of the Chronicle of Marcellinus
(Gatier, 1984, pp.87-88). Neither it nor the other sites of the same name have been subjected to
archaeological investigation.

[5] 602-603 Surb Karapet

sources [Jo. Mamikon.] 2.30

literature Thierry (1983); Avdoyan (1985); Cunco (1988)

catalogues Abich (1882); Kostaneanc* (1902); Step‘anyan (1964); Kondorskaya and
Shebalin (1982); Ambraseys and Melville (1982); Karapetian (1991);
Guidoboni e al. (1994); Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

The earthquake is recorded in the seismological bibliography, where it is located in the district
of Taron.

Pseudo-Yovhannes Mamikonean (7th century A.D., 2.30) records: «In that year, the [Monastery
of the Holy] Karapet, which was in Innaknean, collapsed in ruins, for there was a very severe earth-
quake; and the houses below it were [also] destroyed. Because the foundations of the church stood
in the earthquake area, it shifted and collapsed in ruins».

h unju wdh Ywpwuybnu, np jbuuwyubwuu kp, thpwe, qh pwpd uhuwn binb:

The Armenian text of the printed critical edition does not include the details about the collapses,
which were corroborated by Avdoyan (1985) on the basis of unpublished manuscripts.

The monastery of Surb Karapet (Karapeti vank‘) or convent of the nine springs (Innakneani
vank°), situated in the mountains to the NW of Mus (the present Mount Bazmasar, altitude 2150 m),
was the most important centre of the canton of Taron, and was an important pilgrimage site for all
Armenians. The architectural history of the monastery, reconstructed on several occasions and now
in ruins, can only be traced in any detail, however, from the 15th century on. The oldest nucleus of
the surviving buildings dates back to the 7th-8th century; it may be inferred that the earthquake
razed to the ground a yet earlier monastery.

The date of the earthquake can be deduced from the beginning of the paragraph (in the first year
of the reign of P‘oukas [the Byzantine emperor Phocas = 602]). Some scholars have expressed
doubts as to whether this earthquake really occurred — most recently Avdoyan (1985, p. 361 ff.) —
on the grounds that the present remains of the church cannot date any earlier than the 8th century.
However, investigation of the terrain and of the church itself has shown that the church was in fact
rebuilt at a yet earlier date, so that there is no need to reject Pseudo-John Mamikonean’s statement.
See Thierry (1983, p. 390). Further bibliography in Cuneo (1988, pp. 620-623).

According to Abich (1882), an earthquake on the site in 593 was attested by Samuél Anec‘i; in
fact, this author cites the following datum for 606: «Various deaths» (WEuwyku Jwhp). The doubt
remains as to whether Abich or his informant were drawing on a different manuscript, and one more
complete as far as this event is concerned. The question of the date remains however open to debate.

Ambraseys and Melville (1982, p. 36) also took into consideration the statement of Michael the
Syrian, who speaks vaguely about earthquakes in the eastern zone of the Byzantine empire (4.387;
¢f. Guidoboni et al. 1994, p. 351); it is not clear, however, whether there is any link here with this
particular earthquake, and it is possible that he was confusing it with event [6], though this latter
dates to 632.
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[6] c. 632 Armenia
sources Mich. Syr., 4.414
catalogues Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

An earthquake in Armenia, unattested by the seismological bibliography, is reported by the
Chronicle of Michael the Syrian (12th century, 4.414) «And at that time there was another tremor in
the region of Armenia, and it destroyed many places»

CUEIEt Chuias @ISiS mS Aol Sah  <ama Ao chd\e ~duiara

In view of the chronological unreliability of Michael the Syrian, it is hardly possible to be more
specific about the date and place of this earthquake.

[7] 735 District of Vayoc* Jor

sources 1 Mov. Dasx. 3.17; Orb. 31

sources 2 Kir. Ganj. 2.41; Synax. Arm. (Patr. Orient. 21, 767-769)

literature Gasparyan (1987); Cuneo (1988); Nikonov (1989)

catalogues Abich (1882); Kostaneanc* (1902); Step‘anyan (1964); Kondorskaya and
Shebalin (1982); Ambraseys and Melville (1982); Karapetian (1991);
Guidoboni ef al. (1994); Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

The destruction of an entire valley as a result of this earthquake, which caused at least 10 000
victims, is one of the most important events reported by the sources for this period.

As recorded in Armenian sources, this earthquake appears to have been very destructive: men-
tion is made of the collapse of buildings, landslides, and many changes to the water system in the
area. Three medieval Armenian historians contain fairly similar reports. The earliest of them is
Movsés Dasxuranc‘i (10th-11th century, 3.17), who records: «...and an impenetrable darkness
descended over the borders of Mozu, and the earth shook for forty days, and nearly 10 000 souls
were swallowed up; and because of this [the place] was called Vayoc‘Jor [valley of woe]».

GL h dbpnLun wiwnp wunbuwubh Gupwe qQUnquuh uwhdwu. 6L quiLnLpu pwnwun.u
uindbigwi Juypu, b unpuwiungq binbwg puyndtigwu YEunwuLnyu nghp hppbe wwuu
hwqun. Jdwuy wyunphl dwyng dnp wuntwubgur :

Step‘annos Orbélean (13th century, ch. 31) provides the most detailed description of the event:
«Suddenly the punishment of God above was felt. There was thick darkness over the whole region
for forty days; and a powerful and destructive earthquake occurred. There was such a terrible uphea-
val of the earth that damage extended from deep in abysses to great heights. The earth heaved like
the waves of the sea; mountains collapsed, rocks completely crumbled, while houses and fine pala-
ces became a tomb for their inhabitants. Springs dried up and rivers disappeared. Everywhere
shook, and sounds like human voices rose up from the depths into the open air: ‘Vay jor, Vay jor’
[woe, valley, woe, valley]. Of those who were registered as taxpayers, we know that about 10 000
were swallowed up alive, but no-one knows how many others lost their lives. That is why the place
was called Vayoc‘Jor».

Uww Juwulwpsuwljh Ghwu h Ybpncun wwwnnfuu Skwn u. b Yui Gwp ewewp 2o02withbih
qQuirwnu wdbuwyu quinipu 40, b 2wpdnidu G nnpnndyu uwunhl. qh Gnuwgp
tphhpu whtin nnugdwdp juununng tic pwpépwuwgp Jhusk h ybp. b wunky hpp
quihu dnnc thinequiihup. biphup wwwwibhv, Jsdp h fhdwg puilimkhy, wniup b
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wwwpwup gbinkighyp (hukhu glipqdwup puwyswg. wnphipp ugkhu. gbin Ynpugkhu.
bL wdBuwu wbnh Gpbpkp nmwnwudwdp. G dwjup Jwupnybnbu pwppwnng juununng
GL h ybGpnLumn jonng «dwy dnp, Juy dnp». 6L YEunwurnju pulyndbgwu nqhp 10000,
qnpu ghwnkhu 6L h fhe wpypu. 6L qwudwuofrhgu ng np qhinkp qhwdwpu. junwagu
npny Ynsbgwr wunty urwnpu 4w jng énp.

A similar account, but much abbreviated, is found in Kirakos of Ganjak (13th century, 2.41).
The tradition of the earthquake was also mentioned by the Armenian Synaxarion (Patr. Orient. 21,
767-769).

According to Nikonov (1989), aerial photographic and geomorphological analyses apparently
confirm traces of the event on the ground (cf. Gasparyan, 1987).

The so-called valley of the Vayoc* Jor (territory of Elegnajor, Armenia) comprises various
monastic settlements, but many of them are late in date, and none is earlier than the 9th century
(cf. Cuneo, 1988, pp. 380-401). In the absence of more detailed research and, more especially, of
archaeological excavations, it may only be presumed that the earthquake attested by the sources had
catastrophic effects on local building, and that the religious centres — for there are no reports of vil-
lages — were not reconstructed until long afterwards. An important piece of evidence is, however,
provided by the disappearance of the ancient place-name «Mozu», though this is not attested even
by the earliest sources. The etymology of «Vayoc* Jor», while no doubt seismically determined,
may not indeed have been prompted by this particular earthquake, in view of the fact that a 7th cen-
tury text like the Asxarhac ‘oyc‘ (Geography) already cites it; this could however be a later gloss.

[8] 743-744 The Gates of the Caspian [Derbend or the territory of Talis]

sources 1 Theoph. p. 418.14-15

sources 2 Cedren. pp. 805-806

literature Simonyan (1989)

catalogues von Hoff (1840); Mallet (1853); Grumel (1958); Ambraseys and Melville (1982);
Guidoboni (1989); Guidoboni et al. (1994); Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

This earthquake is cited in some catalogues of the Mediterranean. The event is attested by
Byzantine sources.

Theophanes (8th century, 418.14-5) records an earthquake in this region in the year of the world
6235, during the third year of the reign of Constantine V: «In this year [743-744] a sign appeared in
the north, and dust fell in various places. There was also an earthquake at the Caspian Gates».

Tovte @ £1eL KOoto Poppdv £0Avn onueiov, Kol KOVIg KaThABev elg TOmove. yéyove 8¢ Kol
celopog elg 10g Kaoniog morog.

Cedrenus (12th century, 805-806) takes up the information provided by Theophanes, repeating
his words.

Ambraseys and Melville (1982, pp. 37 and 172) maintain that the earthquake was registered in
Iran, to the east of the ancient capital of Ray, in the valley of Tang-e Sar-e Darreh, and explain the
fact that it is reported by Byzantine sources by supposing that it was «a large magnitude event». In
fact, the name «Caspian Gates» was used in an imprecise way to indicate various mountain passes
in the Caucasus which linked the Mediterranean area to the Iranian plateau and Central Asia. The
name, already familiar to Greek and Roman authors, had later generally come to refer to the pass of
Derbend; this city, even under Islamic rule, was known as «the Gate» or even «the Gate of Gates»,
since it represented the most important pass between the Caucasus and Northern Iran. An Armenian
source like the translation of the Pseudo-Callisthenes (S5th century A.D., but revised in the 13th)
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identifies, for example, the Caspian Gates with the territory of Tali§ (Simonyan, 1989, p. 233).

Von Hoff (1840) and Mallet (1853) took the view, perhaps mistakenly, that the Caspian Gates
should be identified with the pass of Dariel, close to the Black Sea. Ambraseys and Melville (1982),
by contrast, base themselves on the Iranian bibliography in locating this event in Iran; but in our
view this is an hypothesis which conflicts with the evidence of many other sources. More especially,
it is difficult to explain why the Byzantine sources should have received or reported information
relating to Iranian territory.

[9] June 840 Qaliqala [Erzurum]
sources Mich. Syr. 4.539
catalogues Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

This earthquake is not reported by the seismic catalogues relating to Armenia. Michael the
Syrian (12th century, 4, p. 539) reports «...on a Friday in Haziran [June] in the same year [1151 of
the Greeks; i.e. 840 A.D.], there was a terrible earthquake at Qaliqala of the Armenians [arm. Karim
or Karni-K ‘atak Erzurum]; eight towers along its walls collapsed, and many houses. About two hun-
dred people were killed. For two months the people lived in the fields for fear of the tremors, which
continued night and day»

Sexan X W <om . =hDoty oS <durx s Ges L lin sdsa
aam N cutax 0 el ot floc\as oy <Ak —tha  aduma
A hl\m  <dhiia AFas AEx hlus N L et el

' eV Suesa hali\s aam t.lhv‘_—)

The event is not reported by the Armenian epitome of Michael the Syrian. In view of the chrono-
logical unreliability of Michael the Syrian, the date and place of this earthquake cannot be pinpoin-
ted more accurately.

The site of Erzurum, reconstructed several times, does not permit the retrieval of archaeological
and architectural data which may help to better define this seismic event.

[10] 13 February 863 Dvin

sources 1 Jo. Cathol. pp. 133-134; Palestine-Georgian Calendar, in Garitte (1958, p. 158);
St. Tar. 2.2; Mov. Dasx. 2.11

sources 2 Th. Arcr. 3.22; Sam. An. a. 312

literature Garitte (1958); Laurent (1980)

catalogues Abich (1882); Kostaneanc*® (1902); Grumel (1958); Hermann (1962);
Step‘anyan (1964); Kondorskaya and Shebalin (1982); Karapetian (1991);
Guidoboni ez al. (1994); Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

This major earthquake is recorded both in the seismic catalogues and in the earthquake lists
compiled by historians. Some problems of dating are posed, however. These arise from more or less
arbitrary duplications (cf. supra), and from the particular magnitude of the event. In fact, at that
time, Dvin was virtually the only heavily populated city in Armenia (then under the rule of the Arab
Caliphs); it was inhabited by various ethnic groups.
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Yovhannes Drasxanakertc‘i (John Kat‘otikos, 10th century, 133-134) records an earthquake at
the royal residence at Dvin, after the death of ASot Bagratuni «prince of princes»: «At this time, a
severe earthquake in the city of Dvin wrought great damage to the houses, city walls and palaces.
Desolation and tremors filled the city in general, and caused many people to perish. The fear of
disaster was so immense, that no one remained under a roof, but lamenting their hardships they all
fled to the market places and the streets. The stinging frost of winter augmented their distress, so
that many suffered frostbite from the cold».

Fwjg qujunt dwdwuwlywur whwghu hdu pwpddwiug bnking h %Lhu pwnwph,
pwgnid uwuwuncFhruu e thpnigneduu tmwug b ywpuwywg e wyywpwuhg |hukp, Gu
wn Awuwpwy pwunnidu 6L pqppacdy wnungp pwnuwpu. wy) o Jwh gnpndhg Jwpnwu
h yGpwj fuwuwiukp. Gt wjuwku whwghu hdu (hukp yuwug wwguwuyhu® Jhusbe ng
np Juw| pun jupluwe, wy h fpwwwpwlu Ge h thnnngu 66w fuwpbw Aunwskhus: buly
gnunwiznius uwnuwdwuhp ddEnwjurnju wnwek) ppkp qpwgnidyu AESnLPLwY, qh
Jnpnyp Jubwip 6L §wjpwwnbwp |hukhu.

Some details of the event are reported by Step‘annos Taronac‘i or Asotik (10th-11th century,
2.2): «In his time [that of Prince ASot Bagratuni], during Lent, on the day of little Saturday, there
was a terrifying earthquake which killed many people and destroyed luxurious houses, and it lasted
for three months».

GL unpw wienepu, gydp Pnowfwiuphu h pwnwuntubpnpnu wwhng h thngphYy 2wpwpncu
bnbL pwpdnidu whwghu G gpugnidu Yninnpbuwg G qqbnkghy 2huntwéu tnwwyw bwg,
L wmbLGwg Jhusbe h dwdwuwlu Gphg wdung.

The number of victims is reported by Movsés Dasxuranc‘i (10th-11th century, 2.11), though he
gives a later date: «In the 318th year of the Armenian era [869-870] there was a terrible earthquake
at Dvin, which remained active for a whole year and swallowed up 120000 people into the abyss.
This was an example for the admonition of Man».

GL 318 PnLwywuhu 2wyng wuhuwphu GL fhwgnigwunn pwpd yuwy, np quid Jh
nnonju nnnugbw] pnpwuniqbwg jwunniunu wudhuu hppbe Gpynunwuwu phep
Juwpnlyuwu: U.Hw udwunfheu pppwwmng wju h Jwpn:

The date of 13 February derives from a 10th century liturgical text, the Palestine-Georgian
Calendar, which records under 13 February: «On 13 February there was an earthquake on the feast
of St. Denetrius [= Demetrius] and Martinianus Monachus»

03. 03s0, d(docen)ols wgbghMglo (boh), s dob)bosbmb dmbsbmboboe.

The editor of the text, Garitte (1958, p. 158), has pointed out that in the Byzantine liturgy, the
feast of St. Demetrius of Thessalonica is held on 26 October, which is the date of two earthquakes
which reportedly occurred at Constantinople in 740 and 989, and are recorded in a particular way by
the Byzantine liturgy.

In writing about the 8§93 earthquake at Dvin, T‘ovma Arcruni (11th century, 3.22) records: «This
earthquake was more severe than the one in the time of Zachariah Catholicos of Armenia, after the
seventh year of the Armenian captivity».

U.gu pwpdnidu uwunuwgnju pwu np nbr judu Qupwphwh 2w ing Ywpnnhynuh,
Jown L wdh gbpnLPGwuu 2wgng:
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This chronological reference would take us to the year 859/860, as reported by some catalogues,
thus duplicating the event, but it is unfortunately rather vague. The date of 863 is confirmed by
Samuel Anec‘i (12th century), who assigns the event to the year 312 of the Armenian era. The date
of the earthquake varies between 861 and 869. This was a difficult time for Armenia, which was
then under Arab domination, and given the uncertainty in the use of chronological systems, it is pos-
sible that historians had difficulty in establishing when the earthquake really occurred.

[11] the night of 27 December 893 Dvin

sources 1 al-Tabari 4.2139; Jo. Cathol. ch. 32, 162-163; unpublished letter of the bishop
Mastoc*, in Ms. arm. Ven. San Lazzaro 47; colophons published by Yovsép‘ean
(1951, nos. 31 and 35); Th. Arcr. 3.22

sources 2 El Nisib. 192-193

literature D’Onofrio (1973); Abrahamyan (1976); Cuneo (1988); K‘atant‘aryan (1992);
Kalantarian ez al. (1992)

catalogues Abich (1882); Kostaneanc* (1902); Grumel (1958); Hermann (1962); Step‘anyan
(1964); Kondorskaya and Shebalin (1982): Ambraseys and Melville (1982);
Karapetian (1991); Guidoboni et al. (1994); Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

The city of Dvin was struck by a second earthquake, even more destructive than the former in
863. It is reported in apocalyptic terms by various historical sources. The quake is listed both by the
main seismic catalogues and by the earthquake lists compiled by historians.

Yovhannés Drasxanakertc‘i (John Kat‘otikos, 10th century, ch. 32, pp. 162-163) records:
«Unexpectedly, about this time in the course of the night severe tremors occurred in the city of Dvin
and caused extensive destruction, terror, ruin and loss of life to the inhabitants of the city; for the
earthquake pulled down all the walls of the city, as both the palace of the magnates and the houses
of the common people became in the twinkling of an eye like a desolated tract of rocks. It also
demolished and destroyed the Divinely-built church of the Kat‘olikosate as well as the other marty-
ria with solid foundations, which appeared to the onlookers almost like holes full of rocks. The
destruction of multitudes of men, who had suffocated under their roofs and mounds of earth because
their minds had become as hard as rock and without compassion, made them resort to lamentations
and tearful cires. I shall not speak of the victims’ relatives, sympathizers and spouses, whose cries
and lamentations, as well as the piteous voices of the chorus of minstrels [virgins?], accompanied by
the wails of black-clad women and griefstricken men reached up to the heavens. As it was not possi-
ble to bury the multitude of corpses in graves, many were thrown into abysses, ravines and gorges».

Quyunt dwdwuwlhwer whwghu hdu AtinwlwpénLdu: dwdn uwuwhly 2wpddwug
tnbking h qhzbiph h *nchu puqupp® pwanid vwuwunidy b uwpuwthnidu b
nnnedu B YnpSwunidy qpuwlsop pwnwphy qbinbiwy, Rhdu h Ybp nwwukp:
dwuu gh wnfwuwpwy h Juyp thineqbiw) qupunniwp wwpuwwgu b quuywnpwiuu
GuwLnpugu L quintuu nwdlwug® hppbe qbiphgnuin Juypu wnwwwpwg Julwu
[Fofdwth wbuwukp. wy b quunnLwdwku bykntighu Yuennhynuwpwupy b quy) GrLu
hwunwhlinngu JYwywpwiu® gnpebwg puiunbu) webpbug b qugn finukp. np qpbpE
hppbic qthwwwpu YphdnLwnu nbpplywg vwpuwtht h wkunnugu Gpbrkp: U.g) b
Aindwdndnl jupluwswsncy Ainwwiwg Anqwhbtindngg uwnwlnidy nhwlnjwn
PwqdnLPbwuy, np Yupdpwangu pupbnku b wulwpbtyhu Jhiu Ep uvnwgbw)®
Jupnwnpkp quw h pwqnid nnp b Jupwmoupwf@np Juhwudniuu: Fnnnd wub|
quqquqghgu tic qQuptiqhgu b q)8wqhg AwpwqunnL phcu Jwpnu, npng JulwuncJu
GL nnpnudu b wppiwpnidu gnidhg. Asny b Ywugng L unwugny, L wnhnnnpd
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dwijup Gpybghy YnLuwuwg b ubLwgqws Yuwuwug, br wpwug Y2nmwhwp AESnLRLwdp
uguwgbing® Jhugbr jipyhuu pwpdpwgbw] fuwuwukp: buly qpugqdnihruuu nhwliwugu
ny pwirbwy ww) gbpbigdwuwg® qpwgnidu h Yyhhu G h unpwithhwnu GL b nuipuithpwlu
pulbgbw) Swdykhu:

This description is followed by a copy of the letter of consolation sent to the citizens of Dvin by
the ecclesiastic Mastoc®, the future patriarch, who at the time was on a spiritual retreat on the island
of Sewan. An unpublished version of this letter, diverging in several respects from the text handed
down by Yovhannés Drasxanakertc‘i, is contained in Ms. 47 of San Lazzaro degli Armeni in
Venice.

The event is also reported by two colophons of contemporary manuscripts, which enable us to
date the event more precisely to the year 893 (Yovsép‘ean 1951, nos. 31 and 35). The colophon of
an Armenian gospel (ms. Tiibingen 13.4) records: «[It was written... in the year 893...] In that year
the city of Dvin was destroyed. Many people lost their lives and the churches were knocked down.
[God] did these things to purge our sins».

Snpnud wdh Ynpdwubgwe %prhu pwnup h cupddwuk G pwgnidp JEnwu b
GYbnGghp wmwwwbgwu: U.ju hpu gnpsbgur quwuu énugbw) Jbinwg hdng:

The colophon in the Ejmiacin ms. 977/70 provides similar information.

In a recent note, the Armenian philologist Abrahamyan (1976, cols. 139-144) has attempted to
correct the date of the earthquake and to assign it to the year 894, rather than 893, on the basis of his
calculation of Easter and other chronological evidence yielded by the colophons. But he failed to
take into account the Arabic sources which, as we shall see, provide some extremely useful comple-
mentary documentation. In fact, this earthquake did not only leave its mark on the Armenian tradi-
tion; for since Dvin at the time was ruled by an Arab Caliphate, the earthquake also drew the atten-
tion of the central power. A letter was dispatched to Baghdad, as reported by al-Tabarti (9th-10th
century, 4.2139), from which the exact date of the earthquake can be calculated: «In that year [280
of the Hegira = 23 March 893 — 12 March 894 A.D.] in the month of du’l-higga [11 February —
12 March] a letter from Dabil [= Dvin] reported a lunar eclipse on 14 Sawwal (= 27 dicembre),
which lasted all night long. When people woke up in the morning, they found the earth wrapped in
persistent darkness. In the afternoon a strong and black wind rose up and lasted for a third of the
night. After the wind, the earth shook. In the morning, people saw that the town had disappeared;
only 100 houses were still standing. According to the letter, 30 000 people were taken from the ruins
and buried. After the first shock, five more followed. It was said that the total number of victims in
the ruins was 150 000».

.T,uS;”Mlés‘};s@@j@JYJl?ﬁgrﬂqu“&l{L}.ﬁawMiﬁié&srﬁ
o e spte Lowlly Wl el foe Dmeal Lh aple bl calsy tlbe Sayad slaje )
B C o LG . e L G oA - S O [ e I | calas maad 05, s b 1050y Ll el vl
ol oo e pB ool e JI I58s sl Lla Bl a3 e gsade el Sl OLSI xS
A5 pels osBaes padl s pean oo S5 Sl ed poddl s gl eas e gl e e

olede Gl Bl e

A similar account is contained in the Syro-Arabic version of Elijah of Nisibis (10th-11th cen-
tury, 192-193), whereas Barhebracus (13th century) locates the event in India; this latter author is
the probable cause of the misunderstanding mentioned above. A little less than a century later
T‘ovma Arcruni (11th century, 3.22) amplified these accounts in a more extensive text full of bibli-
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cal images, and containing a number of useful circumstantial details: «In the third year of his
[Prince Smbat Bagratuni’s] reign over Armenia, God’s anger caused the innermost depths to crash
together with tremblings and shakings in the abyss like agitated torrents. The lowest part of the earth
collapsed and was firmly locked in the region of Sandaramet [the divinity of the underground]; fier-
ce winds blew over the darkened waters, trampling down the deep, solid foundations of the earth
and causing its thick, dense and immeasurable infinity to heave, until it burst onto the surface of the
earth opposite the city of Artasat, which is called Blur, where the capital city of Dvin stands. This
populous [city], surrounded by fortified ramparts and swarming and teeming with commerce and all
kinds of impurity, was completely destroyed. Hell opened its mouth wide and swallowed into its
depths great numbers of people. For some their houses became their tombs, just as it swallowed up
the houses of the army of the Korahites [Numbers 16:30-34]. God who had earlier spared the repen-
tant Ninevites [Jonah 4:11], now had no pity for the stony hearts of the citizens of Dvin. Even the
holy places and houses of prayer were a prey to the earthquake, their walls cracking and collapsing,
as on the death of King Ozias in the days of the prophet Isaiah, when at the voice of the seraphim
the temple of the Lord was shaken and its doorposts destroyed [Isaiah 6:4]. Similarly in the time of
Zechariah the prophet there was an earthquake as far as the Mount of Olives [Zach. 14:4]. Tt is said
that the number of people killed by the carthquake was more than seventy thousand. This earth-
quake was more severe than the one in the years of Zachariah Catholicos of Armenia, after the
seventh year of the Armenian captivity. [859/860, or later]. The blessed bishop Grigor, prelate of
RStunik*, also happened to be there. He was unable to escape with his companions, since they were
then at prayer on the mountain. So some of them were buried in that spot by the same earthquake».

b unpw yhippnpn wdh PuquinpnPbwuy h ybpwy 2wjng wumniwswinnp
PwpintPhwdp pwununwownd Ypnnddwdpp ubinpwg.nju punpngu wwnwhwg Jhdbwug
uwhuwuwpwnwg nnpndwdp, AhJuwwipd nwwwJwdp, ubippuwignju Gphyhp o wgkiug
wunwthwly wnpbwl vwunwpwdbnwlwu uwfdwuhu, pwpynPtiwy fnndng 2usbwg
[Un 2PN uwiLwipuyyung, h Ynfulu wununwpwlu qRwudnwgunwl bphph qljunpsp b
qQéwupwhp wulhn wupwgnPheuu wwwnwubwy, dhug jtiptuu Gpyph p gGp onbwg
Awunktw pwnwphu U.pinwpwwmne, np FLnLp UnpnLu wuh, gnpned’ 2wfwunwuu TtnLhu,
Jwprwiuhn wwpuwwenp wuwnuhpop ujunnewipbiwg Ge winepbewnhy Juwn whuund ptwdp
GL wqgh wndnLpbwdp juthpugbug Jnthwgbw™ quw h fhdwiug nwuyw buy . phpwuwpwg
ndnfuwpwp (wyubwg qpbpwy hup® Jngniug pwu [Pt vwluwinig wpwp Yhdby juunniunu,
npng ndwup G wnncup Ungw g bpbiquwiup unghu tinbu: FnLuwly Unppwjhu pwuwlyhu
Jwununwpwl wntuuu qpuwyncFheuuy wpwphu, wlpwbwp h uhunibwhwuu
unpowgbiug Ywh wun n’s wipwybw) wn pwpbntu uhpun pwnwpwigLngu Fnchuwy: Lw
GL wbnhp uppnPbwug wniup wnofhgu qQupddwuu Yhpu Ypbwy, wwwnwndwdp
npdwawnd (hukiny, npwku jujudwd h Jwhniu Nqhwy wppwgh, jwrnipu Guw by
Jwpgquwpkh® h dwjut upnypkhg wpdbw) mwbwphu mbwnu, Jhus pwpdpwuw|
npwunbwgu: Apwbu G wn Qupwphwhe Jwpquwpkhr pwpdbw| Jhus h |Gwnu
Qhptiutiwg: 6L wuh |hubk) Phe Jwpnluuu wwwhwubing h pwpddwut® ngh wnwibk) pwu
2n: Ugu pwpdnid'y uwuwnwagngu puu np tnbie ywdu Quipwphwjh 2wjng YJwnnhynuh,
Jbwn £ wdh gbpnipbwuu Swyng: Uuny Awunhwbuwy hutp e Gpuubih Guhuynynuu
Yphgnp Monniubwg Jubd. np Ywpwg hipwynypu qbipdwuby, hppbi Juwjudwd
wnofwe h |Gwnu: 6L unpwypu ndwup udhu pwpddwut gbpiqwuwguwu h udhu:

At the time, the city of Artasat (Artaxata) was deserted. Nonetheless, its mention by Arcruni is
important as evidence of the area affected by the earthquake.

The event was of extreme gravity, and determined the removal of the kat‘olikosate from its seat
at Dvin to that of VatarSapat (now Ejmiacin) where it still remains. Traces of this earthquake were
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found during recent excavations in the area of the Cathedral and the residence of the Kat‘olikos at
Dvin (c¢f. K*alant‘aryan, 1992; Kalantarian et al., 1992; fig. 8). In general, on the monuments of the
city, ¢f. Cuneo (1988, pp. 114-117). For the later Arab authors, who abridge the data of al-Tabari,
cf. Ambraseys and Melville (1982, p. 175, no. 33).

[12] c. 906 K¢argop*
sources Orb. 44
literature Cuneo (1988)

catalogues Abich (1882); Step‘anyan (1964); Kondorskaya and Shebalin (1982);
Ambraseys and Melville (1982); Karapetian (1991); Guidoboni et al. (1994);
Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

Approximately a century and a half after the major earthquake of Vayoc‘Jor (735 A.D.), another
seismic event of some magnitude was recorded in the same region; the sites struck included
K*argop* (i. e. the monastery of the Vegetarians, Xotakerk*). The earthquake is recorded by the sei-
smological tradition.

Step‘annos Orbelean (13th century, ch. 44) mentions that, after the death of Prince ASot
Bagratuni, the church of Xotakerk®, also called K argop® [the information given in Ambraseys and
Melville, 1982, p. 38 is incorrect], was destroyed in an earthquake, together with the monastery:
«After the death of the pious and royal Prince ASot, the church and the whole monastery building
were destroyed in a terrible earthquake».

6L www Juhrbwuh pwpbwywwnm Ge wppwywenip U.2nn. GL h vwuwnhpl 2wpddwuk
wnwwwihu GYnbghpu 6L wdbuw ju 2hunLwdp quuphgu.

There follows the correspondence between Queen SuSan and Bishop Yovhannes, dated 910,
concerning the business of rebuilding church and monastery, which was completed in 911. The
monastery of K‘argop‘ (Xotakerac‘ vank®), situated approximately 1 km north of the village of
Xacik, was reconstructed after the earthquake. The surviving remains comprise structures built of
roughly squared blocks of stone; more symmetrically hewed are the blocks of the external corners
and the visible architectonic structures (c¢f. Cuneo, 1988, p. 395).

[13] 23 March 995 - 21 January 996 Balu, Cop‘k‘ [Covk‘];
Palnatun [prob. Palin], districts of Hasteank‘ and Xorjean

souces 1 St. Tar. 3.36

sources 2 Ibn Tagri Bird1 (4.169)

literature Adontz-Garsoian (1970);TAVO (1988b)

catalogues Abich (1882); Kostaneanc* (1902); Step‘anyan (1964); Kondorskaya and Shebalin
(1982); Karapetian (1991); Guidoboni ef al. (1994); Guidoboni and Traina (1995)

This earthquake struck a series of districts in the border area between present-day Armenia and
Turkey. It is known to the seismological tradition (Karapetian, 1991 duplicates the event, recording
one for the Kars area, no. 16, and one for «Balu», no. 17). Cf. also Kostaneanc* (1902, p. 18).

The source is Step‘annos Taronac‘i «Asotik» (10th-11th century, 3.36), who records: «At that
time, in the year 444 of the era of the Armenians [23 March 995 — 24 March 996], the earth shook,
particularly in the district of IV Armenia: Hasteank‘, Xorjean, Cop‘k‘, Balu and Patnatun. And all
the buildings collapsed at the same time».
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P unju dwdwuwyh, h 444 Pachu pwipd Gnwe tpYhhp, pwyg vwunmwgnju Qnppnpn
2uyng, 2wowbwup, bnpdbwu, Snthp, Mwnt bt MwnuwwnLu. b pninpndhu thjwu
2hunLwsp wdbuwju h fhdwuk nppnbwip...

It must be the same earthquake reported by the Arab historian Ibn Tagri Birdi (15th century, IV,
169): «In that year [385 of the Hegira = 4 February 995 — 21 January 996 A.D.] strong earthquakes
caused the world to shake; many people died in the ruins».
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The area affected by this earthquake was of considerable extension (fig. 6). The town of Palu
still exists today, while the place-name «Patnatun» perhaps corresponds to Palin (TAVO, 1988b;
see also Adontz-Garsoian, 1970, pp. 16, 32 and 39 f.). The districts of Cop‘k‘, Xorjean and
Xasteank*, bordering on each other, are situated in the area between the present towns of Erzincan
and Diyarbakir. There are no recent studies, or at any rate reliable ones, on the settlement pattern in
these mountain districts.
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Fig. 6. Map of the major effects of the earthquake of 995-996.
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